
Improving Access at the Community Building, Town Green & Bean Hall 
A message from the West Fairlee Selectboard 

The Selectboard has been working with Terrigenous Landscape Architecture, a landscape architecture firm 
based in Chester, VT, to design improvements to the area around the Community Building (Town Offices, 
Library, Daycare, and Food Shelf), the Town Green, and Bean Hall. The funding for this effort has come from our 
Vermont Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) grant, which requires us to spend some of the funds on 
accessibility design and/or upgrades.  We're wrapping up the design development phase now and want to share 
what's being planned and what comes next. 

What's Being Planned 

ADA Access to the Town Clerk's Office and Library — The front entrance of the Community Building is currently 
a dumped gravel ramp that doesn't meet accessibility standards. The plan restores proper front steps and adds a 
code-compliant ADA ramp at the front of the building, along with a redesign of the entrance to the Town Office 
on the lower level. The goal is for every resident, regardless of mobility, to be able to reach the Clerk's Office 
and Library without difficulty.  Additional access improvements to spaces used by the daycare are also included 
in the design. 

A Walking Path Around the Town Green — The design connects Bean Hall and the Community Building with 
improved pedestrian routes, while preserving the "gateway" feel of the Village Green that residents value. The 
intent is a green that's easier and safer to walk around and through, not one that's reconfigured beyond 
recognition. 

Dedicated Accessible Parking — The plan adds designated handicap parking near the Community Building's 
front entrance, plus additional accessible parking at the rear of the building.  

Stormwater Management — As part of the site redesign, the design team is looking at how water moves across 
the site, including around walkways, parking, and the Green, so that new accessible routes and parking hold up 
over time and don't create drainage problems for the buildings or the Green. 

Where Things Stand 

We're currently finishing the design development phase with Terrigenous. The next step is developing a cost 
estimate, which we expect to have within the next few months. That will give us a clearer picture of what 
different pieces of this project cost, so the Selectboard can make informed decisions about priorities and 
phasing. 

How This Gets Funded and Built 

This is a long-term project. The Selectboard intends to fund construction over a period of years, primarily 
through grants rather than a single large expenditure. That means the design being developed now represents 
the Selectboard's vision for the site — but it will likely be built in stages, as funding becomes available, rather 
than all at once. 

Stay Involved 

The Selectboard will continue to present design updates and cost information at upcoming meetings. We 
encourage residents to attend, ask questions, and share feedback as this project moves forward. 

Questions? Contact the Selectboard at selectboard@westfairleevt.gov or 1-802-333-9717. 


